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WEC WEBSITE ENHANCEMENTS

In September, WEC will launch the WEC Energy Careers portal. with a CV database for business and engineering graduates and a job board for WEC member companies to promote their vacancies. This service will aim to address the Human Resources bottleneck as identified in our Scenarios work during the last work cycle. Full details about the Energy Careers portal and how you and your members can benefit from it will be provided in the 1 September EnergyFax.

On 28 July. the Energy Photo of the Year Competition was launched on the WEC website. The competition aims to attract a wide range of energy-related photos which WEC can add to its photo library and make available for WEC members to use free of charge. We invite participants from across the WEC network to take part in this competition. Details are available on the WEC website: http://www.worldenergy.org/news__events/wec_energy_photo_of_the_year/default.asp
For further information on either topic, please contact Paul Benfield (benfield@worldenergy.org) in the London Office.

CZECH MEMBER COMMITTEE HOSTS SEMINAR

The Czech Member Committee hosted a seminar at the Prague Electricity Company on 19 June for about 50 of the leading decision-makers in Czech energy. Participants included representatives from government-based institutions, the energy sector and energy-consuming industrial companies. 

The main purpose of the Seminar was to inform participants about the outcomes of the Rome Congress, present the findings and recommendations from the 2005-2007 WEC work programme and discuss significant present-day energy issues and the strategy for future energy development in the Czech Republic.

The Seminar was organised under the auspices and in the presence of the Czech Prime Minister, Mirek Topolanek, who gave the Opening Keynote Address in which he presented, based on his own professional energy experience, his view of the energy situation in the Czech Republic, Europe and globally. He noted that as far as the primary energy sources, all options – including coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear energy and renewable sources as well as energy efficiency in production and demand – must remain open. Nuclear, he said, will remain a significant energy source in the country for the foreseeable future. He also noted that it was imperative to inform the public in a timely and transparent manner about energy issues and to explain that sound economic growth for the country and a comfortable standard of living for its people depend on accessible, affordable prices and environmentally acceptable supplies of all forms of energy. In conclusion, he said, “It is necessary to ensure in the future, the same as today, that upon turning the switch on ... the lights will go up ...“

The Seminar was moderated by WEC-CZ Chairman Miroslav Vrba, who introduced the WEC Energy Scenarios to 2050 Study. Presentations were also given by Tomas Huner, Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade; Alan Svoboda, CEZ Group and WEC-CZ Vice Chairman; and Peter J. Kalas, Advisor to the Prime Minister.

Through activities such as the Seminar, the Czech Member Committee, an association of Czech energy business entities and academia, continues to maintain its strong position as the representative body of the Czech energy sector, using this position to encourage the transfer of the most up-to-date, innovative ideas and know-how from the global energy sector as well as to facilitate contacts between the Czech government, Czech energy businesses and the energy consuming industry.
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